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6“. . AND/OR HISTORIC:
F« v Summer Hill
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? ;; ) CITY OR TOWN: Ea e CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
‘,"* . 3/4 mile east nf Davidsonville Fourth
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. [ Entertainment O Museum O Scientific ; o
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|7. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
] Excellent X] Good {3 Fair (] Deteriorated 7} Ruins [T] Unexpased
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
7 Altered X] Unoltered ] Maved (X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Summer Hill, located on the south sidc of Maryland Route 214, threc
quarters of a mile west of Davidsonville, is a two story, plus attic,
frame dwelling, five bays wide and two deep. To the east is a two

story wing, two bays widc and two dcep. The windows in both scctions

have six over six lights. On the main block the top edges of the five
second story windows are even with the lower edge of the fascia boards.
The scrolled brackets of the cornice fill the soffit and extend to within
a few inches of the bottom edge of the fascia. The same brackets continuc
along the barge and return. A similar treatment occurs on the wing
although the brackets are not as elaborate. The entirc house sits on a
brick foundation of common bond, six courses of stretchers to cach coursc
of headers. The center double door on the north facade of the main block
has three panels in each door and is flanked by narrow vertical windows

of four lights over a vertical wood panel. Surmounting thc door and side-
lights is a six light rectangular transom. The south door in the ccntral
hall has six panels and is surmounted by a three light transom. Betwcen
the second and third bays from the west a chimney pierces the mctal roof
on the north and another on the south sides. A third chimney pierccs the
north side near the peak at the east end. The kitchen wing also has an
inside end chimney on the east. ;

In the central hall is a stairway that rises to the third floor attic.
It has a heavy round newel and threec heavy turned balusters per tread.
The scrolled decoration on the step ends continues along the second and

third floor landings. West of the central hall are two parlors connccted |
by large, panelled, sliding doors. Each room has an interior fireplacc
with a projecting chimneybreast with beaded edges. The grey marble fire- |
places are early victorian in style, each with a round-arch cpening,
panelled spandrels, and a curved mantelshelf supported in th¢ center by a
large console. The door frames are molded as are the window frames.

Each window also has a single horizontal panel bcneath it.

The northeast room, on the other side of the stair hall, has a ncarly
identical fireplace, in black marble, with a shield-shaped plaque in
place of the center consolc. The three fireplaces on the sccond floor

are also marble, but very plain, with rectangular openings.

The east wing may predate the main block. On the first floor are onc

room and a §tair hall with one chamber above. The stairs arc stcep,

with rectangular balusters and a ramped handrail. The six-panclled doors
in this section appear to be of older construction than thosc in the main
block. The vertical and horizontal rails arec joined with pegged, mortisc-
and-tenon joints and have metal, box locks. Onc door, in addition to the
metal® lock, also has a wood, box lock. [n the cellar under this wing i
a scaled fireplacce on the cast wall. ‘The chimney rises through the two
rooms above and emcrges as an inside end chimney.,
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[ SiGRiFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbion!| 7] 16th Century [} 18th Century 7] 20th Century
7] 15th Century (] 17th Century X} 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) circa 1840

AREAS DF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 3 Education [ Palitical (L] Urban Planning
[J Prehistoric 7] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi. X' Other (Specity)
] Historic ™ Industry losophy liti gat ion

{J Agricuityre {3 Invention [.] Science

[X] Architecture ] Londscape [C] Seulpture

=3 Art Architecture 3 Social/Human-

] Commerce ] Literature itarian

C] Cg:.r)municotions [ Military [} Theater

7] Conservation ) Music [7] Trensportation

STATEMENT DF SIGNIFICANCE

Summer Hill is a typical Maryland farmhouse of the mid-nineteenth
century. The exterior is in transition between mid-ninetecnth century
style, broadly derived from the Greek Revival, and an earlicr style
derived from Federal-Georgian sources. The interior detailing
especially the marble mantle pieces and heavy woodwork place the housc
definately in the mid-century. The retarditaire appearancc of the
exterior typlifies the reluctance of southern Marylander's to crecct
structures following the most recent architectural styles. On the
interior, however, local builders felt free to use the most contemporury
oTnament.

The tract of land on which Summer Hill stands was involved in an
unusually high number of Chancery cases in the eighteenth and ninetcenth
centuries, contributing to the development of Maryland real property
law. In an 1849 decree the court ordered the division and sale of the
property of John Beard, to settle his estate; 65 1/2 acres (that portion
which had been assigned to the widow, Harriet A. Beard, as dower) was
sold"to James I. Gray, the probable builder of Summer Hill.!l

Summer Hill stands on part of a 1260 acre tract of land survcyed for
Richard Beard in 1663 and known as '"Beard's Habitation." A 1698 Act

of the Assembly defining the Anne Arundel-Baltimore County boundary
referred to "Beard's Mill," and Richard Beard represented Annc Arundcl
County in the Assemblies of 1662 and 1663. Beard was the brother-in-law
of William Burgess, a merchant whose vessels brought English settlers to
Virginia. . '
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1George H. Stewart vs Harriet A. Beard, Chancery Papers 11185,
Anne Arundel County, 1847, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryvland.
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rf MAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

5 PRIMARY SOURCES

Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. Arne Arundel County Land and
Probate Records.

Chancery Records

Inventories and Accounts

Federal Direct Tax Assessment of 1798. South River Hundred, Annc
Arundel County

Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of 15 Miles Around Baltimore, Including Annc !
Arundel County, Maryland. Philadelphia: G. M. Hopkins, 1878. i

! _ (see.continuation sheet)
‘ 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUOE ANO L ONGITUOE COORDINATES 1 CRTITUDE ANE LONGI T IDE COORDINATES |
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o OEFINING Thu e TR POINI OF A 2cOPERTY
" R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITUOE LONGITUDE LATITUOCE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] ’ » ] . Ld o] ’ Ld o . »
-
el D) . n | s s 15 |76 36
SE [+] ] » [+] ] »
W ° ’ » ° . w |
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3
T five acres 1
LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
— m
STATE: COOE | COUNTY conE
m

COUNTY: COb

SNOILODONY LS NI

STATE: COD’E{I
STATE: CODE COUNTY -7 —v-_krTOI\I
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CONnFE
11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME ANO TITLE:
Lois Snyderman, Research Assistant and Anne Hill, Summer Iptern
ORGANIZATION OATE
Maryland Historical Trust _ July 24, 1975 |
STREET ANO NUMBE®R:
2525 Riva Road y —
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COrE
Annanpolis Maryland 24
[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION ; NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- Luded ,
tify that thi rty is inc in the
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included ini the

89-665). I hereby nominate this propetty for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according {6 the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recomme nded ) ) )
. 1. . . . . Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State 7] l.ocal [X}
I T, ! } y . oy I ate .
G e e T — -

¢
‘ Name « 7+~ %

- ATTEST:
Orlando Ridout, 1V
Title State Historic Preservation
Officer for Maryland Keeper of The National Register
Date Qctober 24, 1973 Date
Yo 11,5, GOVE HRNMELNT PRINTING OLE 0T 1973=229-147/1442 -1
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Form 10-300q UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Maryland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES |[counTY
Annc Arundel

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries) .
Summer Hill

No. 9. Major Bibliographical References continued.

Anne Arundel County Courthouse, Annapolis, Marvland
Anne Arundel County Land Records
Anne Arundel County Tax Assessment Maps

SECONDARY SOURCES
Richardson, Hester Dorsey. Side-Lights on Maryland History.

two volumes. Cambridge, Maryland: Tidewater Publications, 1967.
Warfield, J. D. Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties Maryland.
Reprint. Baltimore: Regional Publishing Company, 1975.
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| CHR Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AA-144
o (July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

i- - NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

o PROPERTY MAP FORM

F}“ A (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

;’% 1. NAME

For i COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aeslgned by NPS)
ol Summer Hill

S 2. LOCATION

Do STATE COUNTY TOWN

AL % Marvland Anne Arundel 3/4 mile east of Davidsonvil
< STREET AND NUMBER

R

PRSIl -

A . .

s ok South side Maryland Route 214

L ) 3. MAP REFERENCE

B S SOURCE - DATE SCALE

oo U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute map

e South River Quadrangle 1957 1:24000

;‘_?‘-- REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AL -1l
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

1
te/7a NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME o T ) T L
COMMON AND OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NP’S)
i _Summer Hill
LR 2. LOCATION
N “’ STATE COUNTY TOWN
. ?' Maryland Anne Arunde 3/4 mile east of Davidsonvill
. STREET AND NUMBER
F
e g _
! -
B
o
s 3. PHOTO REFERENCE
}' ;3 PHOTO CREOIT | OATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
- ) Maryland Historical Trust
; i Ann Parish July 1969 2525 Riva Road
o, 4. IDENTIFICATION Annapalis  Maryland 21401
LX) u OESCRIBE VIEW, OIRECTION, ETC. -
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north elevation
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